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La Guelaguetza


On the plane to Mexico I sat next to a Mexican man. I learned that on the fourth Monday of every July there is a huge celebration in Oaxaca called the Guelaguetza. From our conversation I pictured it as a huge procession of people walking from the town to a hilltop. 


Once I arrived in Oaxaca and got settled in, I started to notice advertisements al over town for the Guelaguetza. My intercambio explained to me that there are 7 regions in the state of Oaxaca that surround the city of Oaxaca. Each region is divided by a chain of the Sierra Mountains. Also each region is known for a different trade. The Guelaguetza is a celebration of all of these regions when they come together where the Sierras meet in the city of Oaxaca. 

About a week before the fourth Monday, the park behind my house was transformed into a market place. There were all kinds of booths being set up. At the local theatre, there was a demonstration of the dances from each of the regions. 


The day of La Guelaguetza arrived. Tickets to attend were $60.00. They began with a parade beginning at the park behind my house. We were there to witness the happenings. One group carried pineapples. The women were dressed in colorful dresses and each carried a pineapple on her shoulder. Another group was dressed in white with black trim. The men carried bottles of mezcal and jovially pretended that they were drunk as they walked over to people in the crowd and offered them a sip of mezcal. Another carried some sort of plant and threw fronds into the crowd. There was a long dragon that looked like those used in the parades to celebrate Chinese New Year. Children were part of the parade also, smaller versions of the adults. Al of the members of the parade looked very happy and proud to be part of the celebration. 

They marched from the park to the downtown area, where they began to ascend the hill known as the cerro. At the top of the hill was a huge stadium. One in the stadium, the celebration continued with performances from each of the regions. The performers continued throwing the symbolic gifts into the crowd. Some of the things thrown included the black pottery known as barros negros. 


The people involved in the Guelaguetza celebration perform these rituals as a tradition. They celebrate in this way for several reasons according to my research.  1. To honor Centeotl, the goddess of corn. 2. They symbolize the commitment to sharing as local gifts are tossed to the crowd. 3. The practice of contributing for the betterment of the community. For example, they may build something for someone who needs it.

I enjoyed being a spectator in the celebrations of the Guelaguetza. It is even more meaningful since I know the significance of the celebration from my research.

Research gotten from: 

Oaxaca’s Very Own Festival ¡ Guelaguetza!, http://www.oaxacainfo.com/guelaguetza.htm
